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into a particular blaze. In any community the injunction to love one's neighbour is always at war with the instinct to do him down, and the majority are delighted when they are told that a certain sect is outside the pale of humanity and that none of the usual laws of justice apply in this instance. Therefore, in appropriating the " No Popery " cry, the popular leaders acquired an invaluable weapon.
Charles, since the Spanish expedition, had no love of Catholicism, and really wanted to help the Protestant cause in Europe; but he was incapable, both by temperament and upbringing, of the bigoted hatreds of the ignorant, or of the unscrupulous appeals to those hatreds in which the politicians excelled. He could occasionally throw a Jesuit to the hungry multitude to be hanged, drawn, and quartered, but these acts of grace, apart from being repugnant to his unbloodthirsty nature, were otherwise undesirable. Two months after his father's death he had married Henrietta Maria, sister of the King of France, and the marriage treaty included a promise that the persecution of English Catholics should cease. In return he hoped for the help of France in restoring the Palatinate to the Elector, his brother-in-law. Therefore, if he gratified his subjects in the only way apparently possible, he risked the French alliance. Yet, if he pursued a policy of toleration, the Commons would feel justified in refusing subsidies to carry on the war with Spain in which he was already involved.
In this tangle, a very clever, unprincipled man might have been able to find his own way out, at the expense of his religion and his servants. But